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A. Advent.4th.Sun.07. Is.7.10-14. Rom.1.1-7. Mt.1.18-24. 
 
The story of king Ahaz as we heard in the first reading is a lesson for us 
all. We shall never be saved as long as we trust in human means rather than 
in God’s power. 

 
Ahaz became king of Judah 735 years before Christ was born. He was a wicked man, an idol 
worshipper; he went to the point of killing his own son in sacrifice to the idols. Despite his 
wickedness, Yahweh came to help in a moment of serious danger for Jerusalem. His neighbor 
the king of Israel joined the king of Damascus to make a war against Ahaz to conquer Jerusalem. 
 
Yahweh sent Prophet Isaiah to Ahaz with a message: he should not be afraid but put his trust in 
Yahweh who would deliver him and his people. Ahaz did not listen to the message of Yahweh, 
instead of putting his trust in him; he trusted his own cleverness and appealed to the king of 
Assyria for help. With an infinite patience, Yahweh sent Isaiah to Ahaz a second time. But the 
King despised the help offered by Yahweh and prophet Isaiah was angry and replied to king.  
The meaning of Isaiah’s reply could be summand up as follows: You do not trust Yahweh but 
have chosen to trust your own cleverness and the help of earthly king. 
 
Yahweh is going to give you a sign that he is determined to save all men. The maiden is with 
child and will soon give birth to a son whom she will call Immanuel. This announcement of 
Isaiah was understood right from the OT as referring to the Messiah who would come one day 
and Mathew himself quotes the prophecy as we have read in the gospel. 
 
Going back to the lesson to be learnt from the way Ahaz behaved, had he trusted God, he would 
have been saved and his people with him. But his temptation is our own temptation too. We 
prevent God from saving us as long as we put our trust in ourselves, in money or in human 
means. We must receive our Savior in a humble way, trusting in his love, convinced that he and 
only he can save us.  
 
With a God who resides far away, we cannot establish and maintain any personal relationship. 
People are prone to remain indifferent and forget such a God. Some 700 years before Christ’s 
birth the prophet Isaiah came forward and told a godless king: Listen now house of David, are 
you not satisfied with trying the patience of my God? The Lord himself will give you a sign. It is 
this: the maiden is with child and will soon give birth to a son whom she will call Immanuel, a 
name which means God is with us. 
 
When Mathew writes his gospel, he adopts that sign to Ahaz and gives it a whole new meaning. 
He celebrates Jesus as the ultimate fulfillment of prophecy, the royal child of the house of David, 
born of a virgin, who will be God-with-us. The child is not only the son of David; he is also the 
son of God. 



In the gospel Mathew wanted to demonstrate, to convince the Jewish Christians, that Jesus was 
the Messiah they were waiting for. He wanted to prove that: Jesus is of the family of David. 
Jesus is the Savior, the fulfillment of God’s promise. Jesus is Immanuel, the fulfillment of God’s 
covenant. Jesus initiates a new genesis, the beginning of a new creation. 
For Mathew this prophecy was no more an expectation, it was a reality. So, he cites the prophets 
and affirms, He is Immanuel, God is with us. 
 
Advent is a time for us to experience the new reality, God is with us, here and now, which is the 
heart of Christian faith. No more waiting, no more expectation, no more speculation is needed. 
God is already in our midst. He is with us. 
 
If God is with us, then our life must assume a new dimension and this must be reflected in our 
lifestyle, in our attitude, in our concern for others, in our relationship with God. The very name, 
Immanuel, suggests that Jesus who came to lead us to the Father is with us. Only he could say: 
He who has seen me has seen the Father. (Jn.14:19). Jesus is the embodiment of love and 
compassion, true goodness, and true obedience to the will of God. Jesus came to give us the 
message that God loves us. That is the good news: God loves us like a father, he is for us, and he 
is with us. 
 
God became man in the person of Jesus, and he is with us-Immanuel. That is the joy we share 
during Christmas, the coming of God to us sinners. 
 
Within few days we celebrate the feast of God’s coming to us. As God accepted us in Jesus, let 
us accept each other, as he made us happy in Jesus, let us make each other happy. As he loved 
each one of us in Jesus, let us love each other. Every time we extend our helping hand to the poor 
and needy, we continue to do God’s work. 
 
(Once a friar behaved rudely with a poor man, who came for some help. Francis of Assisi 
punished friar severely and told him: Whenever you see a poor man, remember that he is a 
mirror of the Lord and his blessed mother set before you.) 
 
Yes, whenever we see in our brethren Immanuel God is with us, we understand the meaning of 
the birth of God in the right spirit. Let us live fully conscious of the fact that God is with us and 
impart God’s love to our brethren so that we may truly deserve to call ourselves children of God.  


